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For readers of Unbroken and Flags of Our Fathers, The Mailbox isa sympathetic portrayal of veterans
and the burdensthey carry throughout their lives.

Vernon Culligan had been dead to the town of Draydon, Virginia, so long that when the crusty Vietham vet
finally died, only one person noticed. Twelve-year-old Gabe grew up in the foster care system until a socia
worker located his Uncle Vernon two years before. When he comes home to discover that his uncle has died
of aheart attack, he'sterrifed of going back into the system--so he tells no one. The next day, he discovers a
strange note in his mailbox:

| HAVE A SECRET. DO NOT BE AFRAID.

And hisuncle's body is gone.

Thus begins a unique correspondence destined to save the two people that depended on Vernon for
everything. Through flashbacks, we learn about Gabe and Vernon's relationship, and how finding each other
saved them both from lives of suffering. But eventually, Vernon's death will be discovered, and how will
Gabe and the mystery note writer learn to move forward?

The Mailbox is hot a story about death--though it begins with a death. It's al'so not a story about Vietnam
vets, although the author works with Vietnam veterans and wrote this novel, in part, to illuminate their
sacrifices and suffering. The Mailbox is a story about connections--about how two people in need can save
each other.

Praise for The Mailbox:

Junior Library Guild Selection
A Bank Street College Best Children's Books of the Year
A Librarians Choices Booklist Selection

“Shafer’ s narrative is heartfelt, earnest and moving. . . and conveys the power of memory to help heal
wounds.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Warm and moving, it is an evocative pictur e of the weblike nature of human existence and the
interconnectedness of seemingly disparate experiences.”—School Library Journal

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Sarah Fernandez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Mailbox.

Betty Casas.

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a e-book. The book The Mailbox it is very good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book through your smart phone.
The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Mitchell Diaz;

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Mailbox that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for al of you
who wants to become success person. So, for all of you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you are able to pick The Mailbox become your own personal starter.

Molly Cooper:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can know
everything you want. A book isa set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication The Mailbox was filled with regards to science. Spend your extratime to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike
currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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