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Stealing the Show is a study of African American actors in Hollywood during the 1930s, a decade that saw
the consolidation of stardom as a potent cultural and industrial force. Petty focuses on five performers whose
Hollywood film careers flourished during this period—Louise Beavers, Fredi Washington, Lincoln “Stepin
Fetchit” Perry, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, and Hattie McDaniel—to reveal the “problematic stardom” and
the enduring, interdependent patterns of performance and spectatorship for performers and audiences of
color. She maps how these actors—though regularly cast in stereotyped and marginalized roles—employed
various strategies of cinematic and extracinematic performance to negotiate their complex positions in
Hollywood and to ultimately “steal the show.” Drawing on a variety of source materials, Petty explores these
stars’ reception among Black audiences and theorizes African American viewership in the early twentieth
century. Her book is an important and welcome contribution to the literature on the movies.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Stealing the Show: African American Performers and
Audiences in 1930s Hollywood.

William Reynolds:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Stealing the Show: African American Performers
and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important the book Stealing the Show: African American Performers and
Audiences in 1930s Hollywood. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Iris Wright:

This Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood is great guide for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Kellie Stephens:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Stealing the Show: African
American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood which is finding the e-book version. So , why not



try out this book? Let's observe.
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