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Over the past five centuries, advances in Western understanding of and control over the material world have
strongly influenced European responses to non-Western peoples and cultures. In Machines as the Measure of
Men, Michael Adas explores the ways in which European perceptions of their scientific and technological
superiority shaped their interactions with people overseas. Adopting a broad, comparative perspective, he
analyzes European responses to the cultures of sub-Saharan Africa, India, and China, cultures that they
judged to represent lower levels of material mastery and social organization.

Beginning with the early decades of overseas expansion in the sixteenth century, Adas traces the impact of
scientific and technological advances on European attitudes toward Asians and Africans and on their policies
for dealing with colonized societies. He concentrates on British and French thinking in the nineteenth
century, when, he maintains, scientific and technological measures of human worth played a critical role in
shaping arguments for the notion of racial supremacy and the "civilizing mission" ideology which were used
to justify Europe's domination of the globe. Finally, he examines the reasons why many Europeans grew
dissatisfied with and even rejected this gauge of human worth after World War I, and explains why it has
remained important to Americans.

Showing how the scientific and industrial revolutions contributed to the development of European imperialist
ideologies, Machines as the Measure of Men highlights the cultural factors that have nurtured disdain for
non-Western accomplishments and value systems. It also indicates how these attitudes, in shaping policies
that restricted the diffusion of scientific knowledge, have perpetuated themselves, and contributed
significantly to chronic underdevelopment throughout the developing world. Adas's far-reaching and
provocative book will be compelling reading for all who are concerned about the history of Western
imperialism and its legacies.

First published to wide acclaim in 1989, Machines as the Measure of Men is now available in a new edition
that features a preface by the author that discusses how subsequent developments in gender and race studies,
as well as global technology and politics, enter into conversation with his original arguments.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Fulk:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Machines as the Measure of Men: Science, Technology, and Ideologies of
Western Dominance (Cornell Studies in Comparative History). Try to stumble through book Machines as the
Measure of Men: Science, Technology, and Ideologies of Western Dominance (Cornell Studies in
Comparative History) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Dwight Ambrose:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called Machines as the
Measure of Men: Science, Technology, and Ideologies of Western Dominance (Cornell Studies in
Comparative History)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Natalia Burton:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Machines as the Measure of
Men: Science, Technology, and Ideologies of Western Dominance (Cornell Studies in Comparative History).
All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Steven Young:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Machines as the
Measure of Men: Science, Technology, and Ideologies of Western Dominance (Cornell Studies in
Comparative History) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this



book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.
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