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Now more than ever, a clear historical understanding of the conflicts that have engulfed the world is
essential. In The First World War, one of the most respected historians of his generation offers a brief but
hugely readable narrative account of WWI, its causes and consequences, and the many historical
controversies surrounding the origin and conduct of the war.
Karl von Clausewitz wrote that war is a trinity composed of the policy of the government, the activities of
the military, and the passions of the people. Michael Howard argues that "each of these must be taken into
account if we are to understand both why the war happened and why it took the course it did." In nine brisk
chapters, Howard lays out the historical situation in Europe in 1914, the dispositions of the major
belligerents prior to the war, the causes of war, the major campaigns, the entrance of the United States, the
crisis, victory, and settlement of the war. Along the way, he offers compelling insights into the political
motivations, military actions, and the "passions of the people" that contributed most strongly to the outcome
of the war.
There is no other short history of WWI on the market today written by a historian of Michael Howard's
stature. For anyone wishing to gain a quick but authoritative understanding of one of the most crucial events
of the twentieth century, The First World War is the best place to begin.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this The First World War (Very Short Introductions).

Carrie Wakefield:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled The First World War (Very Short Introductions) can be excellent book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Timothy Williams:

The First World War (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The First World War (Very Short
Introductions) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial considering.

Mitchell Peed:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The First World War (Very Short
Introductions) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The First World War (Very
Short Introductions) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that
can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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