
Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a
European Eccentric

Veronica Buckley

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0060736178
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0060736178
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0060736178


Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European
Eccentric

Veronica Buckley

Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric Veronica Buckley

She was born on a bitterly cold December night in 1626 and, in the candlelight, mistakenly declared a boy.
On her father's death six years later, she inherited the Swedish throne. She was tutored by Descartes, yet
could swear like the roughest soldier. She was painted a lesbian, a prostitute, a hermaphrodite, and an atheist;
in that tumultuous age, it is hard to determine which was the most damning label. She was learned but
restless, progressive yet self-indulgent; her leadership was erratic, her character unpredictable. Sweden was
too narrow for her ambition. No sooner had she enjoyed the lavish celebrations of her officialcoronation at
twenty-three than she abdicated, converting to Catholicism (an act of almost foolhardy independence and
political challenge) and leaving her cold homeland behind for an extravagant new life in Rome. Christina,
Queen of Sweden, longed fatally for adventure.

Freed from her crown, Christina cut a breath-taking path across Europe: spending madly, searching for a
more prestigious throne to scale, stirring trouble wherever she went. Supported and encouraged in turn by the
pope, the king of Spain, and France's powerful Cardinal Mazarin, Christina settled at the luxurious Palazzo
Farnese, where she established a lavish salon for Rome's artists and intellectuals. More than once the cross-
dressing queen was forced to leave town until a scandal died down. She loved to buckle on a sword and
swagger like the men whose company she adored, but the greatest mystery in her life was the true nature of
her elusive sexuality, which biographer Veronica Buckley explores with sensitivity and rigor. For a time it
seemed there was nothing this extraordinary woman might fear attempting, until a bloody tragedy of her own
making foreshadowed her downfall.

Pairing painstaking research with a sparkling narrative voice and unerring sense of the age, Veronica
Buckley reclaims a protean life that had been preserved mostly as myth. Christina was a child of her time,
and her time was one of great change: Europe stood at a crossroads where religion and science, antiquity and
modernity, peace and war all met. Christina took what she wanted from each to create the life she most
desired, and she dazzled all who met her.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

The book Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric to become your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless
Life of a European Eccentric. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Vincent Newton:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life
of a European Eccentric book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

William Hayes:

The reason why? Because this Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Julia Watkins:

Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Christina,
Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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