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The Idea of a Writing Laboratory is a book about possibilities, about teaching and learning to write in ways
that can transform both teachers and students.

            Author Neal Lerner explores higher education’s rich history of writing instruction in classrooms,
writing centers and science laboratories. By tracing the roots of writing and science educators’ recognition
that the method of the lab––hands-on student activity—is essential to learning, Lerner offers the hope that
the idea of a writing laboratory will be fully realized more than a century after both fields began the
experiment.    

            Beginning in the late nineteenth century, writing instructors and science teachers recognized that
mass instruction was inadequate for a burgeoning, “non-traditional” student population, and that
experimental or laboratory methods could prove to be more effective. Lerner traces the history of writing
instruction via laboratory methods and examines its successes and failures through case studies of individual
programs and larger reform initatives. Contrasting the University of Minnesota General College Writing
Laboratory with the Dartmouth College Writing Clinic, for example, Lerner offers a cautionary tale of the
fine line between experimenting with teaching students to write and “curing” the students of the disease of
bad writing. 

            The history of writing within science education also wends its way through Lerner’s engaging work,
presenting the pedagogical origins of laboratory methods to offer educators in science in addition to those in
writing studies possibilities for long-sought after reform. The Idea of a Writing Laboratory compels readers
and writers to “don those white coats and safety glasses and discover what works” and asserts that “teaching
writing as an experiment in what is possible, as a way of offering meaning-making opportunities for students
no matter the subject matter, is an endeavor worth the struggle.”
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Esquivel:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Idea of a Writing Laboratory will make
you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Olivia Cook:

The experience that you get from The Idea of a Writing Laboratory is the more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Idea of a Writing Laboratory giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this The Idea of a Writing Laboratory instantly.

Roger Richmond:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Idea of a Writing Laboratory.

William Kavanaugh:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. The Idea of a Writing Laboratory can be your answer given it can be read by a person who
have those short time problems.
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