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"So Much Blood: The Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace Beard 1861-1865" dramatically
chronicles Confederate soldier Private William Wallace Beard’s experiences during the Civil War. So Much
Blood is framed around thirty-three letters (including an original furlough document) that William Beard
wrote during the war to his parents and siblings back home in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. The
book is rich with meticulous transcriptions of all thirty-three documents. It includes a selection of letter
facsimiles; riveting battle descriptions; and family and Mecklenburg County history. Short commentaries or
"sparkles” shed light on points perhaps little known to the general reader. William W. Beard was born 1836
in rural north Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, the oldest of ten children. It’s unknown if his parents
owned slaves, but his environment accepted that “way of life” for whites. He moved to Mississippi and
became a plantation overseer in Hinds County ca. late 1850s, whether a cruel or kind one is unknown.
Twenty-five when he mustered into the 1,000-man-strong Mississippi 18th Regiment, Camden Rifles Co. G,
summer 1861, Beard was among the 100 or so soldiers and officers in this regiment who survived the war.
Returning to Mississippi after parole from Point Lookout Prison Camp, Maryland and signing The Oath at
war’s end, Beard married, begat, farmed and died in 1900. He was a compelling storyteller: poignant, funny,
grief stricken, colorful, philosophical and ultimately disillusioned. It is easy to see why his younger kinfolk
called him Uncle Windy. The book is 520 pages long, complete with a preface written by Reverend William
A. Macaulay, Jr. Beard’s great nephew; a short genealogy of William Beard's family; a history of the 18th
Mississippi Regiment's engagements; and a list of his battles furloughs, and illnesses. It includes 119
illustrations: battle maps, photos of key Confederate and Union leaders, and gripping photos of battlefield
dead. The editors reveal the unlikely discovery of the letters: under the bed of one of their mothers. They
detail the search for Beard's history at the end of the war, and the discovery of his still-living great nephew
(Rev. Macaulay) only miles from where he grew up. William Beard's story is interwoven with rip roaring
battle descriptions that complement his descriptions of Fredericksburg, Sharpsburg, Spotsylvania Court
House to name only a few. His broken-hearted eulogy over the grave of his 19 year old brother James is
stained with his tears. While much of his correspondence to his mother, father, sisters and brothers survived
the war, their letters to him did not, understandably. However as unlikely as was the discovery of the letters
in the first place, another discovery of a famous correspondence turned out to be that of his aunt and uncle.
The McRaven Correspondence published in 1949 has been cited in many histories of the Civil War. It is a
key exchange of letters between a wife and husband that reveals an intimate view of agricultural, familial,
slave owning and romantic life on a farm in the rural South. Uncle David Olando and Aunt Amanda Nantz
McRaven’s letters to each other in 1864 and 1865 particularize life back home on their farm and his parent’s
farm while William Beard was on the battle front: the Beards and the McRavens lived on adjacent farms. So
it is not surprising that they discuss his whereabouts while he mentions them in several of his letters. As
William’s and David/Amanda’s letters reveal the personal side of his life, the riveting battle descriptions
reveal the deadly side of his life during these four years. Each major battle that the 18th Mississippi
Regiment, and sometimes William Beard, engaged in is described in vivid and thorough detail: history
comes alive in “So Much Blood the Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace Beard 1861-1865.”
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

The book So Much Blood: The Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace Beard, 1861-1865
Revised Edition can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the good thing like a book So Much Blood: The Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace
Beard, 1861-1865 Revised Edition? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book So Much
Blood: The Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace Beard, 1861-1865 Revised Edition has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Reginald McDade:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
many people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this So Much Blood: The
Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace Beard, 1861-1865 Revised Edition book because this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jarred Chisolm:

This book untitled So Much Blood: The Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace Beard, 1861-
1865 Revised Edition to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer
or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this book from your list.

Mary Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking So Much
Blood: The Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace Beard, 1861-1865 Revised Edition that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants
to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are



able to pick So Much Blood: The Civil War Letters of CSA Private William Wallace Beard, 1861-1865
Revised Edition become your own starter.
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