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The history of education can easily be described as theme and variation on one motif: reform. From Plato’s
critique of the Sophists in Protagoras to John Henry Newman’s considerations of education in The Idea of a
University in 1854, from the educational projects of Maria Montessori, Rudolf Steiner, and Loris Malaguzzi
in the 20th century to Kieran Egan’s call for a reimagination of education in the 21st, educators and
philosophers have regularly turned to two fundamental questions: “What is the purpose of an education?”
and “How is it to be achieved?” This is the essence of Friedrich Schiller’s letters On the Aesthetic Education
of Man. For Schiller, the salvation of education--and of man--lies in the realization of Beauty. Only Beauty,
in his thought, has the ability to ennoble both thinking and sentiment, and only Beauty can allow the human
person to awaken what he calls the “play impulse,” which manifests itself as “the extinction of time in time
and the reconciliation of becoming and absolute being, of variation with identity” (Fourteenth Letter). Play is
important to Schiller because play returns the human person to himself: “For, to declare once and for all,
Man plays only when he is in the full sense of the word a man, and he is only wholly Man when he is
playing” (Fifteenth Letter). It is important in times such as ours that we turn to philosophies of education that
emphasize not the utilitarian desires of governments and corporations but the simultaneously transcendent
and immanent qualities that reveal to us what it is to be human. Friedrich Schiller’s letters On the Aesthetic
Education of Man is such a text. Schiller does not provide us with a pedagogical strategy, nor does he offer
us a definitive answer as to what such an aesthetic education would look like. But he does indicate where we
should seek the right kinds of questions. (From the Foreword.)
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Tarpley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled On the Aesthetic
Education of Man? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
some other opinion?

James Hubbard:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on guardería until university need this kind of On the Aesthetic Education of Man to read.

Kathryn Sheffield:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this On the
Aesthetic Education of Man, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

James Floyd:

Why? Because this On the Aesthetic Education of Man is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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