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In Ironies of Faith, celebrated Dante scholar and translator Anthony Esolen provides a profound meditation
upon the use and place of irony in Christian art and in the Christian life. Beginning with an extended analysis
of irony as an essentially dramatic device, Esolen explores those manifestations of irony that appear
prominently in Christian thinking and art: ironies of time (for Christians believe in divine Providence, but
live in aworld whose moments pass away); ironies of power (for Christians believe in an almighty God who
took on human flesh, and whose “weakness’ is stronger than our greatest enemy, death); ironies of love (for
man seldom knows whom to love, or how, or even whom it is that in the depths of his heart he loves best);
and the figure of the Child (for Christians ever hear the warning voice of their Savior, who says that unless
we become like unto one of these little ones, we shall not enter the Kingdom of God).

Esolen’ s finely wrought study draws from Augustine (Confessions), Dante (The Divine Comedly),
Shakespeare (The Tempest), and Tolkien (“Leaf, By Niggle”); Francois Mauriac (A Kiss for the Leper),
Milton (Paradise Lost), and Alessandro Manzoni (The Betrothed); the poems of George Herbert and Gerard
Manley Hopkins, and Edmund Spenser (Amoretti); Charles Dickens (A Christmas Carol), Dostoyevsky (The
Brothers Karamazov), and the anonymous author of the medieval poem Pearl, among other works. Readers
who treasure the Christian literary tradition should not miss this illuminating book.
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From reader reviews:
lda Hamilton:

Here thing why that Ironies of Faith: The Laughter at the Heart of Christian Literature are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. Ironies of Faith: The Laughter at the Heart of
Christian Literature giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no book that similar with Ironies of Faith: The Laughter at the Heart of Christian Literature. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of Ironies of Faith: The Laughter at the Heart of Christian Literature in e-book can be your choice.

Ila Petty:

The actual book Ironies of Faith: The Laughter at the Heart of Christian Literature has alot detailson it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Patrick Perkins:

Beside this Ironies of Faith: The Laughter at the Heart of Christian Literature in your phone, it could possibly
give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people livein
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Ironies of Faith: The Laughter at the Heart of Christian Literature
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
and also read it from today!

Emery Flores:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at thistime there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. Aswe know that on this age, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Ironies of Faith: The Laughter at the Heart of Christian
Literature can make you experience more interested to read.
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