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This well-illustrated book, by two established historians of school mathematics, documents Thomas
Jefferson’s quest, after 1775, to introduce a form of decimal currency to the fledgling United States of
America. The book describes a remarkable study showing how the United States’ decision to adopt a fully
decimalized, carefully conceived national currency ultimately had a profound effect on U.S. school
mathematics curricula.

The book shows, by analyzing a large set of arithmetic textbooks and an even larger set of handwritten
cyphering books, that although most eighteenth- and nineteenth-century authors of arithmetic textbooks
included sections on vulgar and decimal fractions, most school students who prepared cyphering books did
not study either vulgar or decimal fractions. In other words, author-intended school arithmetic curricula were
not matched by teacher-implemented school arithmetic curricula. Amazingly, that state of affairs continued
even after the U.S. Mint began minting dollars, cents and dimes in the 1790s. In U.S. schools between 1775
and 1810 it was often the case that Federal money was studied but decimal fractions were not. That gradually
changed during the first century of the formal existence of the United States of America. By contrast,
Chapter 6 reports a comparative analysis of data showing that in Great Britain only a minority of eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century school students studied decimal fractions. Clements and Ellerton argue that
Jefferson’s success in establishing a system of decimalized Federal money had educationally significant
effects on implemented school arithmetic curricula in the United States of America.

The lens through which Clements and Ellerton have analyzed their large data sets has been the lag-time
theoretical position which they have developed. That theory posits that the time between when an important
mathematical “discovery” is made (or a concept is “created”) and when that discovery (or concept) becomes
an important part of school mathematics is dependent on mathematical, social, political and economic
factors. Thus, lag time varies from region to region, and from nation to nation.

Clements and Ellerton are the first to identify the years after 1775 as the dawn of a new day in U.S. school
mathematics?traditionally, historians have argued that nothing in U.S. school mathematics was worthy of
serious study until the 1820s. This book emphasizes the importance of the acceptance of decimal currency so
far as school mathematics is concerned. It also draws attention to the consequences for school mathematics
of the conscious decision of the U.S. Congress not to proceed with Thomas Jefferson’s grand scheme for a
system of decimalized weights and measures.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Thomas Jefferson and his
Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics to read.

Ruth Nicholson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Thomas
Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics, you are
able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a book.

Janet Kline:

This Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School
Mathematics is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately
using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810:
Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics in your hand like having the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute
right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that will?

Gwendolyn Mullins:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Thomas Jefferson and his
Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics can be the answer, oh how



comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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