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More than a century after Guido Adler's appointment to the first chair in musicology at the University of
Vienna, Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History provides a first look at the discipline in this earliest
period, and at the ideological dilemmas and methodological anxieties that characterized it upon its
institutionalization. Author Kevin Karnes contends that some of the most vital questions surrounding
musicology's disciplinary identities today-the relationship between musicology and criticism, the role of the
subject in analysis and the narration of history, and the responsibilities of the scholar to the listening public-
originate in these conflicted and largely forgotten beginnings.

Karnes lays bare the nature of music study in the late nineteenth century through insightful readings of long-
overlooked contributions by three of musicology's foremost pioneers-Adler, Eduard Hanslick, and Heinrich
Schenker. Shaped as much by the skeptical pronouncements of the likes of Nietzsche and Wagner as it was
by progressivist ideologies of scientific positivism, the new discipline comprised an array of oft-contested
and intensely personal visions of music study, its value, and its future. Karnes introduces readers to a
Hanslick who rejected the call of positivist scholarship and dedicated himself to penning an avowedly
subjective history of Viennese musical life. He argues that Schenker's analytical experiments had roots in a
Wagner-inspired search for a critical alternative to Adler's style-obsessed scholarship. And he illuminates
Adler's determined response to Nietzsche's warnings about the vitality of artistic and cultural life in an
increasingly scientific age. Through sophisticated and meticulous presentation, Music, Criticism, and the
Challenge of History demonstrates that the new discipline of musicology was inextricably tied in with the
cultural discourse of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Earnest Jennings:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Music, Criticism, and
the Challenge of History: Shaping Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS
Studies in Music) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ronald Karl:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History: Shaping
Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Sharon Clayton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History: Shaping Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth
Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have
those short extra time problems.

Elizabeth McNeal:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History: Shaping
Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music) was bright colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of
History: Shaping Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music) has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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