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The Male Body: Features, Destinies, Exposures serves as an indispensable and fascinating source of
knowledge about the male sex at a time when media attention to manhood has increased and when studies of
masculinity have become a significant part of the academic curriculum as well as a popular topic of
academic research. Subjects include the historical sources of the American body, adolescent and midlife
bodies, bodybuilding, the bodies of popular icons such as rock stars and athletes, AIDS, the black body, and
the variety of sexual identities endorsed and disdained by our culture. It may or may not be true, as Margaret
Atwood asserts, that "Men's bodies are the most dangerous things on earth." But all of these texts affirm the
necessity of knowing more about the status of masculinity at a time when feminist authors have made gender
and power central themes in our understanding of ourselves and our society.
Like its popular predecessor, The Female Body: Figures, Styles, Speculations, this volume gathers together a
remarkable range of voices and perspectives on this always-timely topic. The collection begins with essays
by Margaret Atwood and John Updike that define the precarious situation of manhood at the end of this
millennium and concludes with Susan Bordo's essay examining the discourse of "manhood" in best-selling
books, film, advertising, and political commentary. The book's contributors argue that the male body is not
just an anatomical fact but a cultural sign or site that people seek to construct, deconstruct, and reconstruct to
fit their values. How this process of shaping occurs can be observed in Joyce Carol Oates's story about a
frightened girl and a nude photograph, in Cathy Song's regretful poem about vasectomy, in Philip Lopate's
self-portrait as he regards and evaluates the parts of his body, in Margaret Morganroth Gullette's polemical
report on the commercial exploitation of midlife bodies, in Rudolf Arnheim's admiring description of an
ancient Greek statue that preserves "a god's perfection." The anthology also brings examples from "body
history" to bear on the present day: for instance, David R. Slavitt's new translation of Ovid's tale of Narcissus
and sociologist Michael S. Kimmel's study of the obsession with physical vitality at the turn of this century
both resonate with unsettling immediacy in the context of the values, issues, and obsessions of our own
postmodern era.
Work and play, anxiety and self-confidence, youth and aging, health and sickness--all of these contesting
conditions are examined in the course of this rich collection of materials. General readers and specialists
alike will find abundant new information and insights, and much to argue with as well as much to agree with,
in the contents of this engrossing volume.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Bassett:

The particular book The Male Body: Features, Destinies, Exposures will bring that you the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very suited to you. The book The Male Body: Features, Destinies, Exposures is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Ramiro Alvarez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Male Body: Features, Destinies, Exposures your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to.
The The Male Body: Features, Destinies, Exposures giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Harold Bunch:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Male Body: Features, Destinies, Exposures can
give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Male Body: Features, Destinies, Exposures.

Eric Kyler:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book The Male Body: Features, Destinies, Exposures we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The Male Body:
Features, Destinies, Exposures. You can more attractive than now.
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