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Making Japanese Citizens is an expansive history of the activists, intellectuals, and movements that played a
crucial role in shaping civil society and civic thought throughout the broad sweep of Japan's postwar period.
Weaving his analysis around the concept of shimin (citizen), Simon Avenell traces the development of a new
vision of citizenship based on political participation, self-reliance, popular nationalism, and commitment to
daily life. He traces civic activism through six phases: the cultural associations of the 1940s and 1950s, the
massive U.S.-Japan Security Treaty protests of 1960, the anti-Vietnam War movement, the antipollution and
antidevelopment protests of the 1960s and 1970s, movements for local government reform and the rise of
new civic groups from the mid-1970s. This rich portrayal of activists and their ideas illuminates questions of
democracy, citizenship, and political participation both in contemporary Japan and in other industrialized
nations more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Barry:

This Making Japanese Citizens: Civil Society and the Mythology of the Shimin in Postwar Japan book is just
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of Making Japanese Citizens: Civil Society and the Mythology of
the Shimin in Postwar Japan without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Making Japanese Citizens: Civil Society and the Mythology of the
Shimin in Postwar Japan can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Making Japanese Citizens: Civil
Society and the Mythology of the Shimin in Postwar Japan having very good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Eunice Huynh:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Making Japanese Citizens: Civil Society and the
Mythology of the Shimin in Postwar Japan can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

John Cotton:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Making Japanese Citizens: Civil Society
and the Mythology of the Shimin in Postwar Japan can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Cheryl Lopez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Making Japanese Citizens: Civil Society and the
Mythology of the Shimin in Postwar Japan or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In



various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Making Japanese Citizens: Civil Society and
the Mythology of the Shimin in Postwar Japan to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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