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Although shattered by war, in 1945 Britain and France still controlled the world's two largest colonial
empires, with imperial territories stretched over four continents. And they appeared determined to keep
them: the roll-call of British and French politicians, soldiers, settlers and writers who promised in word and
print at this time to defend their colonial possessions at all costs is a long one. Yet, within twenty years both
empires had almost completely disappeared.

The collapse was cataclysmic. Peaceable 'transfers of power' were eclipsed by episodes of territorial partition
and mass violence whose bitter aftermath still lingers. Hundreds of millions across four continents were
caught up in the biggest reconfiguration of the international system ever seen.

In the meantime, even the most dogged imperialists, who had once stiffly defended imperial rule, ultimately
bent to the wind of change. By the early 1950s Winston Churchill had retreated from his wartime pledge to
keep Britain's Empire intact. And General de Gaulle, who quit the French presidency in 1946 complaining
that France's new post-war democracy would never hang on to the country's imperial prizes, narrowly
escaped assassination a generation later - after negotiating the humiliating French withdrawal from Algeria.

Fight or Flight is the first ever comparative account of this dramatic collapse, explaining the end of the
British and French colonial empires as an intertwined, even co-dependent process. Decolonization gathered
momentum, not as an empire-specific affair, but as a global one, in which the wider march of twentieth-
century history played a vital part: industrial concentration and global depression, World War and Cold War,
Communism and other anti-colonial ideologies, mass consumerism and the allure of American popular
culture. Above all, as Martin Thomas shows, the internationalization of colonial affairs made it impossible to
contain colonial problems locally, spelling the end for Europe's two largest colonial empires in less than two
decades from the end of the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

The reserve untitled Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the
Roads from Empire from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Gerald Patton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Fight
or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life
with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Theresa Walker:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of
you.

Joann Nixon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to



something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
this Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire.
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