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“Santa Claus, singing cowboys, love, hymns, satire, snow, Bing and Dean and Frank, fictional reindeer and
warbling chipmunks: American Christmas music! Ronald Lankford has the rare ability to reconcile the
sacred and the profane in an easy narrative that manages both to cherish and illuminate the vast
contradictions that adhere to December 25th in the U.S.A.!”—Karal Ann Marling, author of Merry
Christmas! Celebrating America’s Greatest Holiday
 
“Thorough and well documented. Spins interesting and novel insights into songs with which we are already
familiar.”—Paul Mullins, author of The Archaeology of Consumer Culture

When Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas” debuted in 1942, no one imagined that a holiday song would top the
charts year after year. One of the best-selling singles ever released, it remains on rotation at tree lighting
ceremonies across the country, in crowded shopping malls on Black Friday, and at warm diners on lonely
Christmas Eve nights. Over the years, other favorites have been added to America’s annual playlist,
including Elvis Presley’s “Blue Christmas,” the King Cole Trio’s “The Christmas Song,”  Gene Autry’s
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” Willie Nelson’s “Pretty Paper,” and, of course, Elmo & Patsy’s
“Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer.”

Resting just beneath the surface of familiar melodies and words, jolly Santas, winter wonderlands, and
roasting chestnuts both mask and represent an intricate cultural landscape crowded with the meanings of a
modern American Christmas. Songs that most readily evoke those meanings, desires, and anxieties have
become classics, painting a portrait of the American psyche past and present.

Viewing American holiday values through the filter of familiar Christmas songs, Ronald Lankford examines
popular culture, consumerism, and the dynamics of the traditional American family. He surveys more than
seventy-five years of songs and reveals that the “modern American Christmas” has carried a complex and
sometimes contradictory set of meanings. Interpreting tunes against the backdrop of the eras in which they
were first released, he identifies the repeated themes of nostalgia, commerce, holiday blues, carnival, and
travesty that underscore so much beloved music. This first full-length analysis of the lyrics, images, and
commercial forces inextricably linked to Yuletide music hits the heart of what many Americans think
Christmas is?or should be.
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From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

With other case, little people like to read book Sleigh Rides, Jingle Bells, and Silent Nights: A Cultural
History of American Christmas Songs. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important a book Sleigh Rides, Jingle Bells, and Silent Nights: A Cultural
History of American Christmas Songs. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Nicholas Mishler:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Sleigh Rides, Jingle Bells, and Silent
Nights: A Cultural History of American Christmas Songs as the daily resource information.

Jimmie Houck:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Sleigh Rides, Jingle Bells, and Silent Nights: A Cultural History of American Christmas Songs your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Sleigh Rides, Jingle Bells, and
Silent Nights: A Cultural History of American Christmas Songs giving you a different experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Clarence Jenkins:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Sleigh Rides, Jingle
Bells, and Silent Nights: A Cultural History of American Christmas Songs or even others sources were given



know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Sleigh Rides, Jingle
Bells, and Silent Nights: A Cultural History of American Christmas Songs to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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