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A must-read for transit buffs, From a Nickel to a Token chronicles twenty specific events in the history
of New York City's mass transit systems between 1940 and 1968, including large numbers of rare
photos.

Streetcars "are as dead as sailing ships," said Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia in a radio speech, two days before
Madison Avenue's streetcars yielded to buses. LaGuardia was determined to eliminate streetcars, demolish
pre-1900 elevated lines, and unify the subway system, a goal that became reality in 1940 when the separate
IRT, BMT, and IND became one giant system under full public control.

In this fascinating micro-history of New York's transit system, Andrew Sparberg examines twenty
specific events between 1940 and 1968, book ended by subway unification and the MTA's creation. From a
Nickel to a Token depicts a potpourri of well-remembered, partially forgotten, and totally obscure
happenings drawn from the historical tapestry of New York mass transit. Sparberg deftly captures five
boroughs of grit, chaos, and emotion grappling with a massive and unwieldy transit system.

During these decades, the system morphed into today's familiar network. The public sector absorbed most
private surface lines operating within the five boroughs, and buses completely replaced streetcars. Elevated
lines were demolished, replaced by subways or, along Manhattan's Third Avenue, not at all. Beyond the
unification of the IND, IRT, and BMT, strategic track connections were built between lines to allow a
more flexible and unified operation. The oldest subway routes received much needed rehabilitation.
Thousands of new subway cars and buses were purchased. The sacred nickel fare barrier was broken, and by
1968 a ride cost twenty cents.

From LaGuardia to Lindsay, mayors devoted much energy to solving transit problems, keeping fares low,
and appeasing voters, fellow elected officials, transit management, and labor leaders. Simultaneously,
American society was experiencing tumultuous times, manifested by labor disputes, economic pressures, and
civil rights protests.

Featuring many photos never before published, From a Nickel to a Token is a historical trip back in time to
a multitude of important events.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title From a Nickel to
a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions) suitable to you? The
book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled From a Nickel to a Token: The
Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions)is the main one of several books that
will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Florence Hall:

The actual book From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire
State Editions) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable
to you. The book From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire
State Editions) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Guadalupe Marshall:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book.
Often the book that recommended to you personally is From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of
Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That's
why this book acceptable all of you.

Gary Wells:

Beside this specific From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire
State Editions) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey
from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions) because this book offers to your account



readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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