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This lively reader traces the search for American tradition and national identity through folklore and folklife
from the 19th century to the present. Through an engaging set of essays, Folk Nation shows how American
thinkers and leaders have used folklore to express the meaning of their country. Simon Bronner has carefully
selected statements by public intellectuals and popular writers as well as by scholars, all chosen for their
readability and significance as provocative texts during their time. The common thread running throughout is
the value of folklore in expressing or denying an American national tradition.

This text raises timely issues about the character of American culture and the direction of American society.
The essays show the development of views of American nationalism, multiculturalism, and commercialism.
Provocative topics include debates over the relationship between popular culture and folk culture, the
uniqueness of an American literature and arts based on folk sources, the fabrication of folk heroes such as
Pecos Bill and Paul Bunyan as propaganda for patriotism and nationalism, the romanticizations of vernacular
culture by popularizers such as Walt Disney and Ben Botkin, the use of folklore for ethnocentric purposes,
and the political deployment of folklore by conservatives as emblems of "traditional values" and civil virtues
and by liberals as emblems of multiculturalism and tolerance of alternative lifestyles.

The book also traces the controversy over who conveyed the myth of "America." Was it the nation's poets
and artists, its academics, its politicians and leaders, its communities and local educational institutions, its
theme parks and festivals, its movie moguls and entertainers? Folk Nation shows how the process of defining
the American mystique through folklore was at the core of debates among writers and thinkers about the
value of Davey Crockett, John Henry, quilts, cowboys, and immigrants as symbols of America.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Folk Nation: Folklore in the Creation of American Tradition
(American Visions: Readings in American Culture). Try to the actual book Folk Nation: Folklore in the
Creation of American Tradition (American Visions: Readings in American Culture) as your good friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Pauline Bardwell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Folk Nation: Folklore in the Creation
of American Tradition (American Visions: Readings in American Culture) is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Victoria Manson:

The book with title Folk Nation: Folklore in the Creation of American Tradition (American Visions:
Readings in American Culture) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jean Gonzales:

This Folk Nation: Folklore in the Creation of American Tradition (American Visions: Readings in American
Culture) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately
using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Folk Nation: Folklore in the Creation of
American Tradition (American Visions: Readings in American Culture) in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten



or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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