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An illuminating study of the American struggle to comprehend the meaning and practicalities of death in the
face of the unprecedented carnage of the Civil War.

During the war, approximately 620,000 soldiers lost their lives. An equivalent proportion of today’s
population would be six million. This Republic of Suffering explores the impact of this enormous death toll
from every angle: material, political, intellectual, and spiritual. The eminent historian Drew Gilpin Faust
delineates the ways death changed not only individual lives but the life of the nation and its understanding of
the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. She describes how survivors mourned and how a deeply
religious culture struggled to reconcile the slaughter with its belief in a benevolent God, pondered who
should die and under what circumstances, and reconceived its understanding of life after death.

Faust details the logistical challenges involved when thousands were left dead, many with their identities
unknown, on the fields of places like Bull Run, Shiloh, Antietam, and Gettysburg. She chronicles the efforts
to identify, reclaim, preserve, and bury battlefield dead, the resulting rise of undertaking as a profession, the
first widespread use of embalming, the gradual emergence of military graves registration procedures, the
development of a federal system of national cemeteries for Union dead, and the creation of private
cemeteries in the South that contributed to the cult of the Lost Cause. She shows, too, how the war
victimized civilians through violence that extended beyond battlefields—from disease, displacement,
hardships, shortages, emotional wounds, and conflicts connected to the disintegration of slavery.

Throughout, the voices of soldiers and their families, of statesmen, generals, preachers, poets, surgeons, and
nurses, of northerners and southerners, slaveholders and freedpeople, of the most exalted and the most
humble are brought together to give us a vivid understanding of the Civil War’s most fundamental and
widely shared reality.

Were he alive today, This Republic of Suffering would compel Walt Whitman to abandon his certainty that
the “real war will never get in the books.”
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From reader reviews:

Paul Douglas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular This Republic
of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War to read.

Maria Ives:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American
Civil War as your daily resource information.

Suzanne Ferris:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So
, this This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Josephine Draughn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is This Republic of Suffering:
Death and the American Civil War.
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