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In the years following World War II, the world’s biggest dam was almost built in Hells Canyon on the Snake
River in Idaho. Karl Boyd Brooks tells the story of the dam controversy, which became a referendum not
only on public-power expansion but also on the environmental implications of the New Deal’s natural
resources and economic policy.

Private-power critics of the Hells Canyon High Dam posed difficult questions about the implications of
damming rivers to create power and to grow crops. Activists, attorneys, and scientists pioneered legal tactics
and political rhetoric that would help to define the environmental movement in the 1960s. The debate,
however, was less about endangered salmon or threatened wild country and more about who would control
land and water and whether state enterprise or private capital would oversee the supply of electricity.

By thwarting the dam’s construction, Snake Basin irrigators retained control over water as well as economic
and political power in Idaho, putting the state on a postwar path that diverged markedly from that of
bordering states. In the end, the opponents of the dam were responsible for preserving high deserts and
mountain rivers from radical change.

With Public Power, Private Dams, Karl Brooks makes an important contribution not only to the history of
the Pacific Northwest and the region’s anadromous fisheries but also to the environmental history of the
United States in the period after World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Stratton:

The book Public Power, Private Dams: The Hells Canyon High Dam Controversy (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Public Power, Private Dams: The Hells Canyon
High Dam Controversy (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like available and read a book Public Power, Private Dams: The Hells Canyon High
Dam Controversy (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Willie Coffey:

This book untitled Public Power, Private Dams: The Hells Canyon High Dam Controversy (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Henry Baker:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Public Power,
Private Dams: The Hells Canyon High Dam Controversy (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books).

Zachary Connors:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
Public Power, Private Dams: The Hells Canyon High Dam Controversy (Weyerhaeuser Environmental



Books).
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