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How do you trap someone in a lie? For centuries, all manner of truth-seekers have used the lie detector. In
this eye-opening book, Geoffrey C. Bunn unpacks the history of this device and explores the interesting and
often surprising connection between technology and popular culture.

Lie detectors and other truth-telling machines are deeply embedded in everyday American life. Well-known
brands such as Isuzu, Pepsi Cola, and Snapple have advertised their products with the help of the "truth
machine," and the device has also appeared in countless movies and television shows. The Charles
Lindbergh "crime of the century" in 1935 first brought lie detectors to the public’s attention. Since then, they
have factored into the Anita Hill–Clarence Thomas sexual harassment controversy, the Oklahoma City and
Atlanta Olympics bombings, and one of the most infamous criminal cases in modern memory: the O. J.
Simpson murder trial. The use of the lie detector in these instances brings up many intriguing questions that
Bunn addresses: How did the lie detector become so important? Who uses it? How reliable are its results?
Bunn reveals just how difficult it is to answer this last question. A lie detector expert concluded that O. J.
Simpson was "one hundred percent lying" in a video recording in which he proclaimed his innocence; a
tabloid newspaper subjected the same recording to a second round of evaluation, which determined Simpson
to be "absolutely truthful."

Bunn finds fascinating the lie detector’s ability to straddle the realms of serious science and sheer fantasy.
He examines how the machine emerged as a technology of truth, transporting readers back to the obscure
origins of criminology itself, ultimately concluding that the lie detector owes as much to popular culture as it
does to factual science.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

Here thing why this specific The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins
Studies in the History of Technology) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book
is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Truth
Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History
of Technology). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in
the History of Technology) in e-book can be your choice.

Kevin Pinkney:

The book untitled The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Truth
Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) from
the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

May Chapa:

This The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately
using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie
Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Doris Trumbull:

Beside this specific The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the



History of Technology) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Truth Machine: A Social
History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along
with read it from at this point!
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