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Isabel Allende's first memory of Chile is of a house she never knew. The "large old house" on the Calle
Cueto, where her mother was born and which her grandfather evoked so frequently that Isabel felt as if she
had lived there, became the protagonist of her first novel, The House of the Spirits. It appears again at the
beginning of Allende's playful, seductively compelling memoir My Invented Country, and leads us into this
gifted writer's world.

Here are the almost mythic figures of a Chilean family -- grandparents and great-grandparents, aunts, uncles,
and friends -- with whom readers of Allende's fiction will feel immediately at home. And here, too, is an
unforgettable portrait of a charming, idiosyncratic Chilean people with a violent history and an indomitable
spirit. Although she claims to have been an outsider in her native land -- "I never fit in anywhere, not into my
family, my social class, or the religion fate bestowed on me" -- Isabel Allende carries with her even today the
mark of the politics, myth, and magic of her homeland. In My Invented County, she explores the role of
memory and nostalgia in shaping her life, her books, and that most intimate connection to her place of origin.

Two life-altering events inflect the peripatetic narration of this book: The military coup and violent death of
her uncle, Salvador Allende Gossens, on September 11, 1973, sent her into exile and transformed her into a
writer. The terrorist attack of September 11, 2001, on her newly adopted homeland, the United States,
brought forth from Allende an overdue acknowledgment that she had indeed left home. My Invented
Country, whose structure mimics the workings of memory itself, ranges back and forth across that distance
accrued between the author's past and present lives. It speaks compellingly to immigrants, and to all of us,
who try to retain a coherent inner life in a world full of contradictions.
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From reader reviews:

William Gannaway:

The book My Invented Country: A Nostalgic Journey Through Chile can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book My Invented Country: A Nostalgic Journey Through Chile? Some of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book My Invented Country: A Nostalgic Journey Through Chile has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Isabel McNeal:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This My Invented Country: A
Nostalgic Journey Through Chile is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Teresa Graham:

The book untitled My Invented Country: A Nostalgic Journey Through Chile is the guide that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can
get the e-book of My Invented Country: A Nostalgic Journey Through Chile from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.

Nathan Hutchison:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list will be My Invented Country: A Nostalgic Journey Through Chile. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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