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Preacher, teacher, and postmistress, Charlotte Levy Riley was born into slavery but became a popular
evangelist after emancipation. Although several nineteenth-century accounts by black preaching women in
the northern states are known, this is the first discovery of such a memoir in the South.

            Born in 1839 in Charleston, South Carolina, Riley was taught to read, write, and sew despite laws
forbidding black literacy. Raised a Presbyterian, she writes of her conversion at age fourteen to the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) church, embracing its ecstatic worship and led by her own spiritual visions. Her
memoir is revelatory on many counts, including life in urban Charleston before and after emancipation, her
work as a preacher at multiracial revivals, the rise of African American civil servants in the Reconstruction
era, and her education and development as a licensed female minister in a patriarchal church.

            Crystal J. Lucky, who discovered Riley’s forgotten book in the library archives at Wilberforce
University in Ohio, provides an introduction and notes on events, society, and religious practice in the
antebellum era and during the Civil War and Reconstruction, and places A Mysterious Life and Calling in the
context of other spiritual autobiographies and slave narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the A Mysterious Life
and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Candice Foushee:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price
is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Louis Ono:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Mysterious Life and
Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Marc Dean:

This A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
digest in reading this A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin
Studies in Autobiography) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel



sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for
your better life in addition to knowledge.
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