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In this historical and theological study, John G. Gager undermines the myth of the Apostle Paul's rejection of
Judaism, conversion to Christianity, and founding of Christian anti-Judaism. He finds that the rise of
Christianity occurred well after Paul's death and attributes the distortion of the Apostle's views to early and
later Christians.

Though Christian clerical elites ascribed a rejection-replacement theology to Paul's legend, Gager shows that
the Apostle was considered a loyal Jew by many of his Jesus-believing contemporaries and that later Jewish
and Muslim thinkers held the same view. He holds that one of the earliest misinterpretations of Paul was to
name him the founder of Christianity, and in recent times numerous Jewish and Christian readers of Paul
have moved beyond this understanding.

Gager also finds that Judaism did not fade away after Paul's death but continued to appeal to both Christians
and pagans for centuries. Jewish synagogues remained important religious and social institutions throughout
the Mediterranean world. Making use of all possible literary and archaeological sources, including Muslim
texts, Gager helps recover the long pre-history of a Jewish Paul, obscured by recent, negative portrayals of
the Apostle, and recognizes the enduring bond between Jews and Christians that has influenced all aspects of
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Who
Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the History of
Religions)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have different opinion?

Juan Higgins:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Who Made Early Christianity?: The
Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the History of Religions) will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this
open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Julia Faulkner:

Exactly why? Because this Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American
Lectures on the History of Religions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Dennis Ramirez:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on
the History of Religions). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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