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The trade in oil, gas, gems, metals and rare earth minerals wreaks havoc in Africa. During the years when
Brazil, India, China and the other “emerging markets” have transformed their economies, Africa’s resource
states remained tethered to the bottom of the industrial supply chain. While Africa accounts for about 30 per
cent of the world’s reserves of hydrocarbons and minerals and 14 per cent of the world’s population, its share
of global manufacturing stood in 2011 exactly where it stood in 2000: at 1 percent.

In his first book, The Looting Machine, Tom Burgis exposes the truth about the African development
miracle: for the resource states, it's a mirage. The oil, copper, diamonds, gold and coltan deposits attract a
global network of traders, bankers, corporate extractors and investors who combine with venal political
cabals to loot the states' value. And the vagaries of resource-dependent economies could pitch Africa’s new
middle class back into destitution just as quickly as they climbed out of it. The ground beneath their feet is as
precarious as a Congolese mine shaft; their prosperity could spill away like crude from a busted pipeline.

This catastrophic social disintegration is not merely a continuation of Africa’s past as a colonial victim. The
looting now is accelerating as never before. As global demand for Africa’s resources rises, a handful of
Africans are becoming legitimately rich but the vast majority, like the continent as a whole, is being fleeced.
Outsiders tend to think of Africa as a great drain of philanthropy. But look more closely at the resource
industry and the relationship between Africa and the rest of the world looks rather different. In 2010, fuel
and mineral exports from Africa were worth $333 billion, more than seven times the value of the aid that
went in the opposite direction. But who received the money? For every Frenchwoman who dies in childbirth,
100 die in Niger alone, the former French colony whose uranium fuels France’s nuclear reactors. In petro-
states like Angola three-quarters of government revenue comes from oil. The government is not funded by
the people, and as result it is not beholden to them. A score of African countries whose economies depend on
resources are rentier states; their people are largely serfs. The resource curse is not merely some unfortunate
economic phenomenon, the product of an intangible force. What is happening in Africa’s resource states is
systematic looting. Like its victims, its beneficiaries have names.
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From reader reviews:

Jewel Williams:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth.

Ophelia Ellis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of
Africa's Wealth.

Cindy Mattis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The Looting Machine:
Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Armida Shipman:

This The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth
is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great
manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can



have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations,
Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in
it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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