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“No two fingerprints are alike,” or so it goes. For nearly a hundred years fingerprints have represented
definitive proof of individual identity in our society. We trust them to tell us who committed a crime,
whether a criminal record exists, and how to resolve questions of disputed identity.

But in Suspect Identities, Simon Cole reveals that the history of criminal identification is far murkier than we
have been led to believe. Cole traces the modern system of fingerprint identification to the nineteenth-
century bureaucratic state, and its desire to track and control increasingly mobile, diverse populations whose
race or ethnicity made them suspect in the eyes of authorities. In an intriguing history that traverses the
globe, taking us to India, Argentina, France, England, and the United States, Cole excavates the forgotten
history of criminal identification?from photography to exotic anthropometric systems based on measuring
body parts, from fingerprinting to DNA typing. He reveals how fingerprinting ultimately won the trust of the
public and the law only after a long battle against rival identification systems.

As we rush headlong into the era of genetic identification, and as fingerprint errors are being exposed, this
history uncovers the fascinating interplay of our elusive individuality, police and state power, and the quest
for scientific certainty. Suspect Identities offers a necessary corrective to blind faith in the infallibility of
technology, and a compelling look at its role in defining each of us.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Suspect Identities: A History of
Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Michael Harmon:

The ability that you get from Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification may
be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and
Criminal Identification giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having that Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification
instantly.

Donald Mobley:

The book untitled Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
study.

Jacqueline Morrison:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Suspect Identities: A History of
Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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