
Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows
Roy Sorensen

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0195326571
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0195326571
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0195326571


Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows

Roy Sorensen

Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows Roy Sorensen
If a spinning disk casts a round shadow does this shadow also spin? When you experience the total blackness
of a cave, are you seeing in the dark? Or are you merely failing to see anything (just like your blind
companion)?

Seeing Dark Things uses visual riddles to explore our ability to see shadows, silhouettes, and black birds--
plus some things that are only metaphorically "dark" such as holes. These dark things are anomalies for the
causal theory of perception which states that anything we see must be a cause of what we see. This
orthodoxy successfully explains why you see the front of this page rather than its rear. However, the causal
theory has trouble explaining how you manage to see the black letters on this page. The letters are made
visible by the light they fail to reflect rather than the light they reflect.

Nevertheless, Roy Sorensen defends the causal theory of perception by treating absences as causes. His
fourteen chapters draw heavily on common sense and psychology to vindicate the assumption that we
directly perceive absences.

Seeing Dark Things is philosophy for the eye. It contains fifty-nine figures designed to prompt visual
judgment. Sorensen proceeds bottom-up from observation rather than top-down from theory. He regards
detailed analysis of absences as premature; he hopes a future theory will refine the pictorial thinking
stimulated by the book's riddles. Just as the biologist pursues genetics with fruit flies, the metaphysician can
study absences by means of shadows.

Shadows are metaphysical amphibians with one foot on the terra firma of common sense and the other in the
murky waters of non-being. Sorensen portrays the causal theory of perception's confrontation with the
shadows as a triumph against alien attack--a victory that deepens a theory that resonates so strongly with
common sense and science. In sum, Seeing Dark Things is an unorthodox defense of an orthodox theory.
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From reader reviews:

Stewart Moore:

This Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows tend to be reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Seeing Dark
Things: The Philosophy of Shadows forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Kevin Blais:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Seeing Dark
Things: The Philosophy of Shadows, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Lisa Walker:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a
e-book. The book Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows it is rather good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Jason Cook:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows when you needed it?
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