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Among the Maya of Xculoc, an isolated farming village in the lowland forests of the Yucatán peninsula,
children contribute to household production in considerable ways. Thus this village, the subject of
anthropologist Karen Kramer's study, affords a remarkable opportunity for understanding the economics of
childhood in a pre-modern agricultural setting.

Drawing on a range of theoretical perspectives and extensive data gathered over many years, Kramer
interprets the form, value, and consequences of children's labor in this maize-based culture. She looks
directly at family size and birth spacing as they figure in the economics of families; and she considers the
timing of children's economic contributions and their role in underwriting the cost of large families. Kramer's
findings--in particular, that the children of Xculoc begin to produce more than they consume long before
they marry and leave home--have a number of interesting implications for the study of family reproductive
decisions and parent-offspring conflict, and for debates within anthropology over children's contributions in
hunter/gatherer versus agricultural societies.

With its theoretical breadth, and its detail on crop yields, reproductive histories, diet, work scheduling, and
agricultural production, this book sets a new standard for measuring and interpreting child productivity in a
subsistence farming community.
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From reader reviews:

Loris Beal:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm.

David Betancourt:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm book is readable by
means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer of Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Andrew Thompson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is called of book Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Ella Hodge:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Maya Children: Helpers at the
Farm. You can more appealing than now.
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