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From its inception in Greek antiquity, the science of optics was aimed primarily at explaining sight and
accounting for why things look as they do. By the end of the seventeenth century, however, the analytic
focus of optics had shifted to light: its fundamental properties and such physical behaviors as reflection,
refraction, and diffraction. This dramatic shift—which A. Mark Smith characterizes as the “Keplerian
turn”—lies at the heart of this fascinating and pioneering study.       
           
Breaking from previous scholarship that sees Johannes Kepler as the culmination of a long-evolving optical
tradition that traced back to Greek antiquity via the Muslim Middle Ages, Smith presents Kepler instead as
marking a rupture with this tradition, arguing that his theory of retinal imaging, which was published in
1604, was instrumental in prompting the turn from sight to light. Kepler’s new theory of sight, Smith reveals,
thus takes on true historical significance: by treating the eye as a mere light-focusing device rather than an
image-producing instrument—as traditionally understood—Kepler’s account of retinal imaging helped spur
the shift in analytic focus that eventually led to modern optics. 
           
A sweeping survey, From Sight to Light is poised to become the standard reference for historians of optics as
well as those interested more broadly in the history of science, the history of art, and cultural and intellectual
history.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Kline:

The book From Sight to Light: The Passage from Ancient to Modern Optics gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book From Sight to Light: The Passage from Ancient to Modern Optics to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open and read a publication From Sight to Light: The Passage from Ancient to
Modern Optics. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So
, how do you think about this guide?

Georgia Hernandez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying From Sight to Light: The Passage
from Ancient to Modern Optics that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you can pick From Sight to Light: The Passage from Ancient to Modern Optics become
your own starter.

Timothy McCormack:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is named of book From Sight to Light: The Passage from Ancient to Modern Optics. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.

Tracy Caudle:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book From Sight to Light: The Passage from Ancient to Modern Optics we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book
From Sight to Light: The Passage from Ancient to Modern Optics. You can more desirable than now.
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