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The Descent from the Cross, or Deposition, is the last act in the human drama of Christ's mission on earth, in
which Joseph of Arimathea obtains Pontius Pilate's permission to take Christ's body down from the Cross
and bury it. The pathos of this particular scene has captured the imagination of artists from every age, and
this book presents a chronological sequence of over 100 versions of the event selected from masterpieces of
all periods by the greatest artists. Like its companion volumes, Descent presents an extended meditation on a
single theme that has many facets: the universal human tragedy of loss, grief and the shattering of all hope on
the one hand; and the promise, as yet unknown to the participants, of renewed hope and eternal life on the
other. This complex web of emotions has inspired a rich heritage of interpretation, and the images presented
here form a deeply moving and ever-evolving study of grief and resignation; of human and divine drama; of
individual physiognomy and character; and of ultimate hope and salvation. The concentration on a single
theme opens up an intense and heightened awareness of the intricacy of human emotion and the magnitude
of the artist's expressive resources. Each respective image reveals a new insight, as the profoundest mysteries
of religion, human experience and artistic creation are explored here in a concentrated form. Like its
companion volumes Annunciation, Crucifixion and Last Supper, Descent presents a focused meditation on a
single theme that is infinitely rich, allowing the viewer to appreciate the nuances of character and the endless
skill with which artists have created new masterpieces out of old materials. Whether one focuses on the
religious mystery, the human drama or the marvellous skill of the artist, these uncluttered and simply
presented works of art provide endless food for thought and contemplation.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

The book Descent (New Testament series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Descent (New Testament series)
to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a e-book
Descent (New Testament series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Wendy Lambert:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Descent (New Testament series) book as
this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Andrew Gillon:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Descent (New Testament series) was colourful
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Descent (New Testament series) has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Luis Gazaway:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Descent (New Testament series) when you essential it?
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