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Why Is That Art? addresses common questions that viewers raise about contemporary art: Why is that art?
Why is it in an art museum? Who says it's art? If I did this, would it be art? Why is it good? Covering a
broad, diverse, and engaging sampling of works--abstract and representational painting, monumental
sculpture, performance art, video installations, films, and photographs--author Terry Barrett responds to
these questions using three sources: the artists who created the works, philosophers of art, and art critics.
Introducing students to a variety of established theories of art, he presents the traditional sets of criteria of
Realism, Expressionism, and Formalism, which are in turn updated by recent sources of Poststructuralism.
Barrett applies each of these theories to challenging works of contemporary art, pointing out the strengths
and weaknesses of each mode of interpretation. He encourages students to consider many criteria when
evaluating an artwork, to critically examine judgments made by others, and to make informed judgments of
their own.
Ideal for courses in aesthetics, art theory, art criticism, and the philosophy of art, Why Is That Art? is
organized chronologically according to the history of aesthetics. It features sixty-seven illustrations (twenty-
six in a full-color insert), discusses a wide range of American and European artists, and includes an
exceptional overview of postmodern pluralism. This unique book will provide students with a newfound
appreciation for contemporary art, scholarship, and reasoned argumentation, giving them the confidence to
join the fascinating discourse on contemporary art.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Why Is That Art?:
Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Harold Sparkman:

The guide untitled Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did
a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Barbara Lewis:

The publication with title Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Joseph Whitely:

The book untitled Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
examine.
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