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Martyrs are produced, Elizabeth Castelli suggests, not by the lived experience of particular historical
individuals but by the stories that are later told about them. And the formulaic character of stories about past
suffering paradoxically serves specific theological, cultural, or political ends in the present. Martyrdom and
Memory explores the central role of persecution in the early development of Christian ideas, institutions, and
cultural forms and shows how the legacy of Christian martyrdom plays out in today's world.

In the pre-Constantinian imperial period, the conflict between Roman imperial powers and the subject
Christian population hinged on competing interpretations of power, submission, resistance, and victory. This
book highlights how both Roman and Christian notions of law and piety deployed the same forms of censure
and critique, each accusing the other of deviations from governing conventions of gender, reason, and
religion. Using Maurice Halbwachs's theoretical framework of collective memory and a wide range of
Christian sources?autobiographical writings, martyrologies and saints'lives, sermons, art objects, pilgrimage
souvenirs, and polemics about spectacle?Castelli shows that the writings of early Christians aimed to create
public and ideologically potent accounts of martyrdom. The martyr's story becomes a "usable past" and a
"living tradition" for Christian communities and an especially effective vehicle for transmitting ideas about
gender, power, and sanctity.

An unlikely legacy of early Christian martyrdom is the emergence of modern "martyr cults" in the wake of
the 1999 shootings at Columbine High School. Focusing specifically on the martyr cult associated with one
of the victims, Martyrdom and Memory argues that the Columbine story dramatically expresses the ongoing
power of collective memory constructed around a process of rendering tragic suffering redemptive and
meaningful. In the wake of Columbine and other contemporary legacies of martyrdom's ethical ambivalence,
the global impact of Christian culture making in the early twenty-first century cannot be ignored. For as the
last century's secularist hypothesis sits in the wings, "religion" returns to center stage with one of this drama's
most contentious yet riveting stars: the martyr.
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From reader reviews:

David Binkley:

This Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian
Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) without we realize teach the one who reading it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian Culture
Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Martyrdom and Memory:
Early Christian Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ashley Gibson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian Culture
Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Harrison Johnson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Tammie Torres:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian
Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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