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If not for the work of his half cousin Francis Galton, Charles Darwin's evolutionary theory might have met a
somewhat different fate. In particular, with no direct evidence of natural selection and no convincing theory
of heredity to explain it, Darwin needed a mathematical explanation of variability and heredity. Galton's
work in biometry?the application of statistical methods to the biological sciences?laid the foundations for
precisely that. This book offers readers a compelling portrait of Galton as the "father of biometry," tracing
the development of his ideas and his accomplishments, and placing them in their scientific context.

Though Michael Bulmer introduces readers to the curious facts of Galton's life?as an explorer, as a polymath
and member of the Victorian intellectual aristocracy, and as a proponent of eugenics?his chief concern is
with Galton's pioneering studies of heredity, in the course of which he invented the statistical tools of
regression and correlation. Bulmer describes Galton's early ambitions and experiments?his investigations of
problems of evolutionary importance (such as the evolution of gregariousness and the function of sex), and
his movement from the development of a physiological theory to a purely statistical theory of heredity, based
on the properties of the normal distribution. This work, culminating in the law of ancestral heredity, also put
Galton at the heart of the bitter conflict between the "ancestrians" and the "Mendelians" after the rediscovery
of Mendelism in 1900. A graceful writer and an expert biometrician, Bulmer details the eventual triumph of
biometrical methods in the history of quantitative genetics based on Mendelian principles, which underpins
our understanding of evolution today.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Salas:

Often the book Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Christopher Larsen:

The guide untitled Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry is the guide that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when
write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Coralee Lowe:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Sheila Seim:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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