
The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the
Founding Couple

Ralph Ketcham

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813928117
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813928117
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813928117


The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding
Couple

Ralph Ketcham

The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding Couple Ralph Ketcham

Restored to its original splendor, Montpelier is now a national shrine, but before Montpelier became a place
of study and tribute, it was a home. Often kept from it by the business of the young nation, James and Dolley
Madison could finally take up permanent residence when they retired from Washington in 1817. Their
lifelong friend Thomas Jefferson predicted that, at Montpelier, the retiring Madison could return to his
"books and farm, to tranquility, and independence," that he would be released "from incessant labors,
corroding anxieties, active enemies, and interested friends."

As the celebrated historian Ralph Ketcham shows, this would turn out to be only partly true. Although the
Madisons were no longer in Washington, Dolley continued to take part in its social scene from afar,
dominating it just as she had during Jefferson’s and her husband’s administrations, commenting on people
and events there and advising the multitude of young people who thought of her as the creator of society life
in the young republic. James maintained a steady correspondence about public questions ranging from
Native American affairs, slavery, and utopian reform to religion and education. He also took an active role at
the Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1829-30, in the defeat of nullification, and in the establishment of
the University of Virginia, of which he was the rector for eight years after Jefferson’s death. Exploring
Madison’s role in these post-presidential issues reveals a man of extraordinary intellectual vitality and helps
us to better understand Madison’s political thought. His friendships with figures such as Jefferson, James
Monroe, and the Marquis de Lafayette--as well as his assessment of them (he outlived them all)--shed
valuable light on the nature of the republic they had all helped found.

In their last years, James and Dolley Madison personified the republican institutions and culture of the new
nation--James as the father of the Constitution and its chief propounder for nearly half a century, and Dolley
as the creator of the role of "First Lady." Anything but uneventful, the retirement period at Montpelier should
be seen as a crucial element in our understanding of this remarkable couple.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding
Couple.

Augustine Klotz:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on
the Founding Couple is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Violet Murray:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the
Founding Couple as your daily resource information.

George Chadwick:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on
the Founding Couple is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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