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In this groundbreaking book, Dennis R. MacDonald offers an entirely new view of the New Testament
gospel of Mark. The author of the earliest gospel was not writing history, nor was he merely recording
tradition, MacDonald argues. Close reading and careful analysis show that Mark borrowed extensively from
the Odyssey and the Iliad and that he wanted his readers to recognize the Homeric antecedents in Mark's
story of Jesus. Mark was composing a prose anti-epic, MacDonald says, presenting Jesus as a suffering hero
modeled after but far superior to traditional Greek heroes. Much like Odysseus, Mark's Jesus sails the seas
with uncomprehending companions, encounters preternatural opponents, and suffers many things before
confronting rivals who have made his house a den of thieves. In his death and burial, Jesus emulates Hector,
although unlike Hector Jesus leaves his tomb empty. Mark's minor characters, too, recall Homeric
predecessors: Bartimaeus emulates Tiresias; Joseph of Arimathea, Priam; and the women at the tomb, Helen,
Hecuba, and Andromache. And, entire episodes in Mark mirror Homeric episodes, including stilling the sea,
walking on water, feeding the multitudes, the Triumphal Entry, and Gethsemane. The book concludes with a
discussion of the profound significance of this new reading of Mark for understanding the gospels and early
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Homeric Epics and the
Gospel of Mark book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Roderick Donnell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark.

Frances Fortier:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark we can get more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Homeric Epics and the
Gospel of Mark. You can more inviting than now.

Ricardo Hayward:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of
Mark to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation
about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and examine
it. Beside that the book The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark can to be your new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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