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Since it was first published in 1998, Viola Shafik’s Arab Cinema: History and Cultural Identity has become
an indispensable work for scholars of film and the contemporary Middle East. Combining detailed narrative
history—economic, ideological, and aesthetic—with thought-provoking analysis, Arab Cinema provides a
comprehensive overview of cinema in the Arab world, tracing the industry’s development from colonial
times to the present. It analyzes the ambiguous relationship with commercial western cinema, and the effect
of Egyptian market dominance in the region. Tracing the influence on the medium of local and regional art
forms and modes of thought, both classical and popular, Shafik shows how indigenous and external factors
combine in a dynamic process of “cultural repackaging.”

Now updated to reflect cultural shifts in the last ten years of cinema, this revised edition contains a new
afterword highlighting the latest developments in popular film and in cinéma d’auteur (art house movies),
with a special focus on Iraq, Lebanon, and Palestine. While exploring problematic issues such as European
co-production for Arab art films, including their relation to cultural identity and their reception in the region
and abroad, this new edition introduces readers to some of the most compelling cinematic works of the last
decade.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

The book Arab Cinema: History and Cultural Identity gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Arab Cinema:
History and Cultural Identity being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a e-book Arab Cinema: History and Cultural Identity. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Peter Singleton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having
chance to stand than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
specific Arab Cinema: History and Cultural Identity book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Alberto Turcotte:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Arab Cinema: History and
Cultural Identity that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Arab Cinema: History and Cultural Identity become your own
personal starter.

Lewis Shafer:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Arab Cinema: History and Cultural Identity this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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