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Americans like to think that they look after their own, especially in times of hardship. Particularly for the
Great Depression and the Great Society eras, the collective memory is one of solidarity and compassion for
the less fortunate. Who Cares? challenges this story by examining opinion polls and letters to presidents
from average citizens. This evidence, some of it little known, reveals a much darker, more impatient attitude
toward the poor, the unemployed, and the dispossessed during the 1930s and 1960s. Katherine Newman and
Elisabeth Jacobs show that some of the social policies that Americans take for granted today suffered from
declining public support just a few years after their inception. Yet Americans have been equally
unenthusiastic about efforts to dismantle social programs once they are well established. Again contrary to
popular belief, conservative Republicans had little public support in the 1980s and 1990s for their efforts to
unravel the progressive heritage of the New Deal and the Great Society. Whether creating or rolling back
such programs, leaders like Roosevelt, Johnson, Nixon, and Reagan often found themselves working against
public opposition, and they left lasting legacies only by persevering despite it.

Timely and surprising, Who Cares? demonstrates not that Americans are callous but that they are frequently
ambivalent about public support for the poor. It also suggests that presidential leadership requires bold
action, regardless of opinion polls.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

In other case, little people like to read book Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and Government Activism
from the New Deal to the Second Gilded Age. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and
Government Activism from the New Deal to the Second Gilded Age. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It
is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Luba Jacobs:

This Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and Government Activism from the New Deal to the Second Gilded
Age are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and Government Activism from the New Deal to the Second Gilded Age
can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but
feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and Government Activism from the New Deal to the Second Gilded Age
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Chad Wright:

The book untitled Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and Government Activism from the New Deal to the
Second Gilded Age contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Eddie Grabowski:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence
and Government Activism from the New Deal to the Second Gilded Age which is finding the e-book



version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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