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If Alfred I. du Pont was born to "the purple and ermine" of an American industrial dynasty, his life was far
from peaceful, pampered, indolent. Beginning at the bottom as little more than a teamster and handyman,
within fifteen years young du Pont was widely recognized as "the best black powderman in the nation" and
the mechanical genius of the du Pont family. In 1902, upon the death of Eugene du Pont, Alfred was brash
and confident enough to claim for himself the company his elders wanted to sell to their major competitor,
Laflin and Rand. With two cousins, he formed a triumvirate which ultimately converted the old gunpowder
company into the great chemical empire it is today.
In this brilliantly written, in-depth biography, Joseph Frazier Wall ranges from Pierre Samuel du Pont de
Nemours's spectacular rise in pre-Revolutionary France, to the family's migration to America and the
founding of the Du Pont Company in Wilmington, to Alfred's death in 1935, charting the growth of one of
America's great industrial dynasties. We meet Henry du Pont, the conservative leader of the third generation
(he favored candles over electric lights in the office), who organized the entire gunpowder industry; Lammot
du Pont, the crown prince of the third generation, who died tragically in an explosion at the Repauno plant;
Eugene du Pont, whom Wall describes as "a director without direction"; and a host of other du Pont men and
women. But Alfred du Pont remains the center of the narrative. Wall details his rejuvenation of the family
company after Eugene's death, the bitter family feud that followed his marriage to his cousin Alicia, the
fifteen-year battle that he waged with some of the family's most powerful members (leading to his ouster
from the company in 1916), and his brilliant second career in Florida (where he pioneered the development
of sound banking, transportation, and the paper industry).
This is the first biography of Alfred du Pont to appear in half a century. In preparing it, Wall had complete
access both to Alfred's own papers in Florida as well as the vast collection of the du Pont archives in
Wilmington. The result is a compelling story of one of America's most creative businessmen as well as an
inside look at one of our most historically significant families.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and
His Family. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Sheilah Harvey:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
is actually Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His Family.

Duane Harden:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His Family this guide consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study
when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Lillian Kea:

This Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His Family is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His
Family can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and
knowledge.
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