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As the "social anchor" in middle-class homes of the nineteenth century, the piano was simultaneously an
elegant piece of drawing-room furniture, a sign of bourgeois prosperity, and a means of introducing the
young to music. In this admirably balanced and leisurely account of the popular instrument, the late,
internationally known concert pianist Arthur Loesser takes a "piano's-eye view" of the recent social history
of Western Europe and the United States.
Drawing on newspapers, music manuscripts, popular accounts, and other sources, Loesser traces the history
of the piano from its predecessors, the clavichord and the harpsichord, to the modern spinet and concert
grand. Chapter headings such as "Clavichords Make Weeping Easier," "The Harpsichord Grows Feet," "The
More Pianos the Merrier," and "The Keyboards Go West" suggest the author's lighthearted approach to
topics ranging from the piano's European origins and its introduction in the United States to the decline of
piano manufacturing in the early twentieth century and the "victory of airborne music" by mid-century. A
preface by historian Jacques Barzun and a new foreword by music critic Edward Rothstein enhance a volume
rich in wit and knowledge — one that will delight any reader with an interest in the piano and on Western
cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover
Books on Music) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Shafer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music) provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

Alice Smith:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History
(Dover Books on Music) or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music) to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Linda Amato:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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