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When W. H. Auden returned to Christianity in the early 1940s, he identified himself with what he called an
"existential" method of spiritual and literary inquiry, which the writings of St. Augustine helped him define
as a mode of thinking that not only allows for human subjectivity, but emphasizes the hopes, fears, needs,
desires, and anxieties of the individual. Augustine thus became for Auden a model of a thinker who
seamlessly merged psychological reflection with philosophical speculation and theological insight, and it is
this combination of introspection and theoretical investigation that shapes much of Auden's later poetry.
The Augustinian Theology of W. H. Auden illustrates that Augustine's thought is a major influence on
Auden's postconversion poetry and prose. Auden encountered Augustine both directly, through his reading
of the Confessions, and indirectly, through several of Auden's contemporaries, such as Reinhold Niebuhr,
Charles Norris Cochrane, and Charles Williams. Stephen J. Schuler argues that Augustine provided Auden
with the language of privation to describe the nature of moral and social evil, enabling him to make sense of
the pervasive anxieties produced by World War II. Augustine's works also offered Auden a rationale for his
intuition that the physical world, and especially the human body, is intrinsically good. Auden's struggle to
reconcile the implications of his Augustinian theology with his attitudes toward romantic love and sexuality
are explained by Schuler, who demonstrates how the Augustinian theology of Reinhold Niebuhr helped
shape Auden's ideas about human identity and community, which is defined and maintained by love in all its
various forms. Finally, Schuler analyses Auden's Augustinian view of the ethics of poetry.
By examining the presence of Augustinian ideas in Auden's poetry and prose, Schuler establishes the
Augustinian origins of several crucial but often misunderstood features of Auden's work as well as the
importance of Augustine in shaping and articulating the concerns of Auden's later poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Colburn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Augustinian Theology of W. H. Auden. Try to stumble
through book The Augustinian Theology of W. H. Auden as your friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Paulette Cantu:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Augustinian Theology of W. H. Auden can be great
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Precisely why? Because this The Augustinian Theology of W. H. Auden is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Henry Rodriguez:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Augustinian Theology of W. H. Auden we can have more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The Augustinian
Theology of W. H. Auden. You can more desirable than now.
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