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In her new book, Carolyn Abbate considers the nature of operatic performance and the acoustic images of
performance present in operas from Monteverdi to Ravel. Paying tribute to music's realization by musicians
and singers, she argues that operatic works are indelibly bound to the contingency of live singing, playing,
and staging. She seeks a middle ground between operas as abstractions and performance as the phenomenon
that brings opera into being.

Weaving between opera's "facts of life" and a series of works including The Magic Flute, Parsifal, and
Pelléas, Abbate explores a spectrum of attitudes towards musical performance, which range from euphoric
visions of singers as creators to uncanny images of musicians as lifeless objects that have been resuscitated
by scripts. In doing so, she touches upon several critical issues: the Wagner problem; coloratura, virtuosity,
and their critics; the implications of disembodied voice in opera and film; mechanical music; the mortality of
musical sound; and opera's predilection for scenes positing mysterious unheard music. An intersection
between transcendence and intense physical grounding, she asserts, is a quintessential element of the genre,
one source of the rapture that operas and their singers can engender in listeners.

In Search of Opera mediates between an experience of opera that can be passionate and intuitive, and an
intellectual engagement with opera as a complicated aesthetic phenomenon. Marrying philosophical
speculation to historical detail, Abbate contemplates a central dilemma: the ineffability of music and the
diverse means by which a fugitive art is best expressed in words. All serious devotees of opera will want to
read this imaginative book by s music-critical virtuoso.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Shrout:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve In Search of Opera will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Greta Rivera:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name In Search of
Opera suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled
In Search of Operais the main of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this book.

Rhonda Kirby:

The reserve with title In Search of Opera has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Joseph Lafond:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the In Search of Opera when you required it?
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