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In 2012, the Pew Research Center issued a report that named Asian Americans as the "highest-income, best-
educated, and fastest-growing racial group in the United States." Despite this optimistic conclusion, over
thirty Asian American advocacy groups challenged the findings, noting that the term "Asian American" is
complicated. It includes a wide range of ethnicities, national origins, and languages, and encompasses groups
that differ greatly in their economic and social status. In Redefining Race, sociologist Dina G. Okamoto
traces the complex evolution of "Asian American" as a panethnic label and identity, emphasizing how it is a
deliberate social achievement negotiated by group members, rather than an organic and inevitable process.

Drawing on original research and a series of interviews, Okamoto investigates how different Asian ethnic
groups created this collective identity in the wake of the Civil Rights movement in the 1960s. Okamoto
documents the social forces that encouraged the development of this panethnic identity. The racial
segregation of Asians in similar occupations and industries, for example, produced a shared experience of
racial discrimination, which led Asians of different national origins to develop shared interests and identities.
By constructing a panethnic label and identity, ethnic group members created their own collective histories,
and in the process challenged and redefined current notions of race. The emergence of a panethnic racial
identity also depended, somewhat paradoxically, on different groups organizing along distinct ethnic lines to
gain recognition and rights from the larger society. According to Okamoto, ethnic organizations provided the
foundation necessary to build solidarity within different Asian-origin communities. Leaders and community
members who created inclusive narratives and advocated policies that benefited groups beyond their own
moved their discrete ethnic organizations toward a panethnic model. For example, a number of ethnic-
specific organizations in San Francisco expanded their services and programs to include other ethnic group
members after their original constituencies dwindled in size or assimilated. A Laotian organization included
refugees from different parts of Asia, a Japanese organization began to advocate for South Asian
populations, and a Chinese organization opened its doors to Filipinos and Vietnamese. As Okamoto shows,
the process of building ties between ethnic communities while also recognizing ethnic diversity is the
hallmark of panethnicity.

Redefining Race is a groundbreaking analysis of the processes through which group boundaries are drawn
and contested. In mapping the genesis of a panethnic Asian American identity, Okamoto illustrates the ways
in which concepts of race continue to shape how ethnic and immigrant groups view themselves and organize
for representation in the public arena.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Brewster:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important usually. The book Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic
Boundaries was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The guide Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic
Boundaries is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with
the book Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Numbers Harless:

Here thing why this particular Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic
Boundaries are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Redefining Race: Asian
American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Redefining Race: Asian American
Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Redefining Race: Asian American
Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries in e-book can be your option.

Michael Yancey:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Redefining Race: Asian
American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and
Shifting Ethnic Boundariesis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
know the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Joseph Mitchell:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their hobby.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing reading



critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there.
Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this time, many
ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries can make you
feel more interested to read.
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