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Decision days appear to outsiders as among the most dramatic events on the Supreme Court calendar. One
thinks, for instance, of Chief Justice Earl Warren, reading the unanimous opinion in Brown v. Board of
Education in a courtroom pervaded by tension. But the real drama of Brown and other Supreme Court cases
may well have been what went on behind the scenes. Rarely do the arguments of counsel--brilliant though
they may appear to the courtroom audience--dictate the decision in an important Supreme Court case. Rather,
the crucial argument in a case takes place privately among the Justices after the public hearing.
Decision provides a unique behind-the-scenes look at the Supreme Court and how its Justices decide cases.
Distinguished author Bernard Schwartz, described by The New York Times as "one of the nation's leading
legal scholars," uses confidential conference notes, draft opinions, memoranda, letters, and interviews to tell
what really goes on behind the red velour curtain. Cases and anecdotes, woven into deft discussions of the
Justices and how they function, provide unmatched insights into our high tribunal. We read of the
conferences where the Justices cast their votes, the decisions as to who will write opinions (one of the most
critical choices made by the Chief Justice), the often extensive give and take of the draft opinion, and the
intense lobbying between Justices that influences vote changes (it was Chief Justice Earl Warren's pressure
on Justice Reed in Brown that made the final vote unanimous).
Schwartz focuses on the Warren, Burger, and Rehnquist courts, providing not just vivid portraits of the Chief
Justices themselves, but also profiles of many Associate Justices in action--including Felix Frankfurter,
Byron R. White, Sandra Day O'Connor, William J. Brennan, Thurgood Marshall, and John Paul Stevens.
And Schwartz includes an eye-opening discussion of the expanding role of the Justices' clerks, revealing that
they are no longer merely a "staff of assistants." Instead, they have evolved into a sort of "Junior Supreme
Court," which performs a major part of the judicial role--including the writing of opinions--delegated by the
Constitution to the Justices themselves.
Decision gives readers a privileged look at countless cases throughout the Court's history, from the Dred
Scott decision to Miranda v. Arizona to the controversial decision in Roe v. Wade to United States v. Nixon
(the Watergate tapes case). Highly readable, yet written with impeccable scholarship, Decision shows the
Justices in action as never before. Everything you wanted to know about the Supreme Court and were afraid
to ask is here, in a revealing work on the institution that has had such an impact on our law and our life.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Cole:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
associated with Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

James Stewart:

The particular book Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Kathryn Richardson:

The book untitled Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you
in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Eugene Hughes:

Beside that Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it
from currently!
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